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THE MARINA BA
CHALLENGE -

A DIFFERENT KIND OF PRESSURE

Singapore rewards precision when fatigue and traffic begin to build.
Walls leave little space to recover from a missed braking point, while
repeated accelerations make rear-tyre control a constant concern.

WHY THIS WEEKEND MATTERS

The Sprint format gives teams less practice before competitive
running. A car that feels comfortable immediately can gain a
useful head start.

WHAT TO WATCH

Look for clean corner exits and repeatable laps. One spectacular
qualifying effort does not prove that the same balance will work
in a longer race. >

Our analysis: Singapore pace remains untested at publication.
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AFTER SEPANG:
THE TITLE PICTURE

ANTONELLI HOLDS THE ADVANTAGE

Kimi Antonelli finished second in Malaysia and left with an 84-point
lead over Mercedes teammate George Russell, whose race ended
with a power-unit failure.

MOMENTUM IS NOT A GUARANTEE

Max Verstappen won at Sepang, but a wet race on a different circuit
cannot settle the competitive order for Singapore.

THE STRATEGIC QUESTION

& Antonelli can weigh the value of a strong finish against a risky move.
.| Russell needs opportunities to recover ground, yet extra aggression
7 only helps if the car reaches the flag.

Source: $3. Forward-looking interpretation is editorial.
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CIRCUIT ESSENTIALS

MARINA BAY STREET CIRCUIT

Length: 4.927 km

Corners: 19

Scheduled Grand Prix: 62 laps
Published race distance: 305.337 km
First Singapore Grand Prix: 2008

WHY IT IS DEMANDING

The combination of a street surface, humidity
and repeated direction changes puts pressure
on the driver as well as the car.

READ THE EXITS . y
A small slide can compromise the-acceleration ' %
that follows. Watch whether a driver maintains
a tidy line as the stint develops. . -

Source: S1. Artwork is illustrative, not an exact circuit map. = 1.
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FRIDAY: '
ONE HOUR TO PREPARE _ o

OCTOBER 9 | FIRST PRACTICE

16:30-17:30 Singapore
11:30-12:30 Romania
08:30-09:30 UTC

THE FIRST PRIORITY -

Establish braking confidence and a usable balance "‘

quickly. Every disrupted run removes time that woul
normally be available for comparison on a
conventional weekend.

DO NOT OVERREAD THE ORDER

Fuel loads, tyre age and traffic can produce misleading
gaps. A driver with a lower headline position may still
have a convincing sequence of laps.

OUR WATCHPOINT |

Which team finds a stable car without repeated
setup changes?

Schedule: S2. Times subject to change. —
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SPRINT QUALIFYING

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9

20:30 Singapore | 15:30 Romania

12:30 UTC ‘
THE FIRST COMPETITIVE TEST 4 By
Friday evening establishes the Sprint grid. It is an early test = &~
of preparation, tyre readiness and the ability to find clear
track at the right moment.

WHERE A LAP UNRAVELS

A small lock-up or a slow car ahead can ruin the sequence.
Watch how teams create space before their drivers begin
t¢ apush lap.

KEEP THE TWO GRIDS SEPARATE

Sprint qualif;ing sets Saturday's Sprint order. The Grand Pri
has its own qualifying session later on Saturday.

Schedule and format: S2, S4.
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SATURDAY SPRINT

OCTOBER 10 | START TIME

17:00 Singapore | 12:00 Romania
09:00 UTC

Scheduled: 21 laps, subject to official limits

IMMEDIATE TRACK POSITION

The shorter contest places emphasis on a clean launch
and early opportunities. Losing several places can leave
too little time for a patient recovery.

WHAT IT CAN REVEAL

Compare how the leading cars behave in traffic and
whether their pace settles after the opening laps.

WHAT IT CANNOT PROVE

= Sprint performance does not settle Sunday's strategy -
=« orendurance. Conditions and the demands of the
longer race may be different.

Schedule: S2. Analysis: Digital World Pulse.
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GRAND PRIX
QUALIFYING

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10

21:00 Singapore | 16:00 Romania
13:00 UTC -

THE GRID THAT COUNTS FOR SUNDAY %"

A clean lap can protect a driver from the
compromises of racing in traffic. Precision
matters when pushing close to the barriers. .

THE TEAM'S CHALLENGE

Use the Sprint evidence without assuming

every weakness has an easy fix. The best 3 ¥,

. single-lap setup and the best race balance may .
require different compromises. - s 1

e i oee e e
WHAT TO WATCH oo e el o B

Tyre preparation, traffic gaps and whether the
driver can repeat a strong sector without
errors elsewhere.

Schedule: S2. Grid and penalties unknown at publication. _
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SUNDAY UN
THE LIGHTS

OCTOBER 11 | GRAND PRIX

20:00 Singapore | 15:00 Romania
12:00 UTC

THE LONGER TEST P

A driver must preserve concentration while judging grip, traffic
and the pace of rivals. A fast opening stint is useful only if it
supports the whole race.

FOLLOW THE PIT WINDOW

- Watch the gap to the cars that could emerge ahead after a stop. ",
- Fresh tyres are less valuable when the out-lap leads straight p
. into traffic.

.‘ BEFORE THE START

Recheck the official grid, penalties, weather and any revised "'-:' ' "
timetable. Singapore sessions had not taken place when this 8 i

ggide was prepared.
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KIMI ANTONELLI

THE CHAMPIONSHIP REFERENCE

-
Antonelli arrives as the points leader. Our early assessment =
places him among the main victory candidates, but Singapore e 4
still requires its own evidence. - }1.-'% ":’

: ‘.-..i""- o ¥
ROUTE TO A STRONG WEEKEND . s b " 0
Build confidence in the car early, secure a clean grid®position- %« 13 AR
and avoid being forced into recovery mode by an opening-lap &, 1% . ¢
incident. g, 8 av 1oAY 3 | -t
. _.-,:." -.‘: ;: ".'_ .

. THE BALANCING ACT rial <3l B S

.~ A driver with a title advantage can value consisténcy'-' LI . | ' /

- . without surrendering every opportunity. The judgement ’

«. is when an attack is worth the exposure. L. caf
~. OUR VIEW <

* A narrow Grand Prix preference before practice. That choice

" Championship context: S3. Assessment is subjective.

should change if Mercedes lacks the necessary balance or
repeatable pace.
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GEORGE RUSSELL

THE RESPONSE TO WATCH

Russell needs a clean weekend after the technical setback in Malaysia.
Finishing reliably is the foundation; only then can pace become useful
championship pressure.

ROUTE TO CONTENTION

Qualify near the front and make the opening stint count. A good start could
give him control over the traffic and pit-window problems behind.

WHAT COULD CHANGE THE PLAN

Any confirmed component change or grid penalty would alter the outlook.
None is assumed in this guide; check official announcements.

OUR VIEW

A podium contender whose weekend should be judged on execution and
Singapore pace, not frustration from the previous race.




—— DIGITAL WORLD PULSE ——

MAX VERSTAPPEN

A FRESH CHALLENGE AFTER VICTORY

Verstappen's Sepang win gives Red Bull a strong result to build on.

It does not establish how the car will handle Marina Bay's different
demands.

ROUTE TO VICTORY

Find a front-running balance quickly and avoid spending the race

behind cars that are difficult to pass. Qualifying and pit timing can
be as decisive as raw pace.

THE KEY COMPARISON

Watch whether the car remains composed through slow exits
when the rear tyres have accumulated laps.

OUR VIEW

from Friday must take priority over momentum

Recent result: S3. Picks are editorial.
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FERRARI:
HAMILTON & LECLERC

TWO ROUTES TO THE FRONT

Lewis Hamilton finished third in Malaysia, with Charles Leclerc

fourth. Both belong in the Singapore conversation, but the new
’ weekend starts with different conditions. -
HAMILTON’S WATCHPOINT > ’énr
Can he establish a comfortable balance early enough to turn,, . :g'
practice into clean qualifying execution? N
— - B .
LECLERC’S WATCHPOINT ol B
| #@ Can single-lap precision produce a grid position that supports : ’ % .:
a controlled opening stint? - %3 %o B e
| - cov g R
# OUR VIEW _ T B —
Leclerc is our narrow Ferrari podium preference before practice. | " PR W \

Hamilton remains a credible alternative if his long-run pace is stronger. ¢ *
f‘ ' The choice is provisional, not a measured Singapore advantage. v




/"1 Keep room for changes after Friday. Our é:é:lfry
. | |starting scenario, not a closed list.
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MCLAREN &
THE CHASING PACK

KEEP THE SHORTLIST OPEN

Lando Norris and Oscar Piastri should be assessed on the same -
evidence as the headline favourites: clear laps, repeatability and o
how the car behaves in traffic.

BEYOND THE BIG NAMES T
A midfield driver can gain substantially from a strong qualifying . *

.

session and a well-timed stop. Track position is an opportunitys " 3
not proof of superior pace. ':.2' - 2 **,
:;'. “te . _i“ %
AVOID THE EASY CONCLUSION | & "%, - .
: : : 4 i s e H
A quiet first session may reflect a different programme, E 3ae =
 Compare tyre age and run length before declaring a team = o, ;; .
., out of contention. a _ g = s
Y4 »a - ( = %
{'OUR VIEW tw, e B 8 ")

top fivei

-
—
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STRATEGY &
RACE INTERRUPTIONS

THE UNDERCUT QUESTION

An early stop can work if fresh tyres deliver enough time
and the car rejoins in clear air. Traffic can erase that
advantage immediately.

STAYING OUT )

Extending a stint may preserve flexibility or create a useful
offset. It can also become costly if grip drops faster
than expected.

WHEN THE RACE IS NEUTRALISED

A Safety Car or Virtual Safety Car can change the relative
cost of stopping. Track position, pit access and restart
readiness all need reassessment.

" NO FIXED SCRIPT

» This guide assumes neither an interruption nor a particular &
/ . . . . o
/4 tyre allocation. Check official tyre information and

actual race conditions.

-
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SPRINT:
EDITORIAL PICKS

PROJECTED TOP THREE
1. Max Verstappen
2. Kimi Antonelli
3. Charles Leclerc

WHY THIS ORDER

Verstappen gets a narrow vote in our short-race scenario.
Antonelli remains close, while Leclerc is our provisional
choice to complete the top three. o

WHAT WOULD CHANGE IT "'*"

The Sprint grid, practice evidence or a clear balance problé‘l% '
A driver starting behind traffic may have little time to recover. . - °

-

CONFIDENCE: LIMITED BEFORE PRACTICE

These are subjective estimates, not confirmed results, betting odds or
' guarantees. The rationale is qualitative; no statlstlcal probabilit

is claimed. : :
N

- ' Prepared October 4, 2026.
F
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GRAND PRIX:
EDITORIAL PICKS

PROJECTED TOP FIVE R ¥
1. Kimi Antonelli - e
2. Max Verstappen w g

3. Charles Leclerc PR A >
4. George Russell - Tt ‘
5. Lewis Hamilton

att 3. :
' Ve a8
WHY ANTONELLI GETS THE NOD T Ry
Our provisionall scenario favours a clean, controlled race from %,
a strong gnd position. It assumes comipetitive Mercedes pace, o

: which remains untested in Singapore. o
!~ ® THE MAIN CHALLENGES St

a " Red Bull could carry its form forward; Ferrari could gain through

= qualifying or strategy. Norris and Piastri could also displace this
~— . early order. - oy
#* ' SUBJECTIVE ESTIMATES . vl S
Not results, odds or guarantees. Reassess after practice and =**™ *= 2
;:h | f qualifying. No precise'winning margin is claimed. .

" " ” Prepared October 4, 2026.
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YOUR WEEKEND
CHECKLIST

BEFORE FRIDAY

Check official session times and team announcements.
Singapore is five hours ahead of Romania on this race weekend.

AFTER PRACTICE
VI Compare repeatable laps, tyre age and traffic. Do not confuse
i

a fresh-tyre run with proven race pace.

AFTER SPRINT QUALIFYING
Update the short-race outlook using the Sprint grid.

AFTER SATURDAY

Review the Sprint, then check the separate Grand Prix
qualifying result and any penalties.

“ | BEFORE SUNDAY'S START

Recheck weather and the final grid. Follow pit-window gaps
v as well as the leader's lap time. :

o, a
-
L

.
a
' o

! Remember: an estimate should respond to new evidence.
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" SOURCES &
EDITORIAL NOTES

RESEARCH CUT-OFF: OCTOBER 4, 2026

' S1| CIRCUIT & EVENT
3 ' Formulal.com: Singapore 2026 event page. Circuit dimensions,
race distance and venue background.

‘ ' S2 | OFFICIAL TIMETABLE

i Formulal.com: Singapore 2026 full timetable. Session starts
'8 and scheduled distances; subject to change.

! S3 | POST-SEPANG CONTEXT
Reuters, October 4: 'Verstappen wins chaotic rain-delayed Bahrain
5 Grand Prix in Malaysia'. Results and championship gap.

S4 | SPRINT FORMAT

SingaporeGP.sg: official race information. Weekend format
and local times.

METHOD & INDEPENDENCE

Driver assessments and finishing orders are subjective editorial 3
scenarios. Singapore practice, the grid and race-day conditions 4

were unknown at publication.

[ 8

Al artwork is illustrative, not documentation of exact cars, circuit
geometry or future events. Independent Digital World Pulse guide; '
not affiliated with Formula 1, the FIA or teams. Not betting advice.

.



https://www.formula1.com/en/racing/2026/singapore
https://www.formula1.com/en/latest/article/formula-1-singapore-airlines-singapore-grand-prix-2026.1OXwlTH5jrpTiZX2Dvg7qE.1OXwlTH5jrpTiZX2Dvg7qE
https://www.reuters.com/sports/formula1/verstappen-wins-rain-delayed-bahrain-grand-prix-malaysia-2026-10-04/
https://singaporegp.sg/en/race/f1/
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