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THE MANDALIKA
WEEKEND

OCTOBER 9-11, 2026

Indonesia is the next stop after Japan. Mandalika brings
a different rhythm: flowing corners, repeated changes

of direction and the need to preserve speed through
linked sections.

THE MAIN QUESTION ?"‘:ﬂ-"‘
Can Aprilia turn its expected corner-speed strength

into a response to Ducati? Practice will provide better
evidence than reputation alone. —

WHAT TO WATCH

Compare riders over several consecutive laps. =
A headline time can hide traffic, a fresh tyreorarun
that is too short to reveal degradation.

Source: S1. Analysis: Digital World Pulse.
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THE TITLE PICTURE

AFTER JAPAN | OCTOBER 4

Jorge Martin: 333 points
Marc Marquez: 331 points

Two points separate the leaders after Marquez won both
races at Motegi, Marco Bezzecchi is third, 49 points
behind Martin.

WHY IT MATTERS

A small mistake can change the lead. The title contenders
must balance immediate track position with the cost of
a crash or a fading rear tyre. .

OUR READING

Momentum favours Marquez; Mandalika offers Martin
a chance to answer. Neither argument replaces evidence
from Indonesian practice.

Source: 52. Assessments are editorial.
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CIRCUIT ESSENTIALS

PERTAMINA MANDALIKA INTERNATIONAL CIRCUIT

Length: 4.3 km
Corners: 17 | 6 left, 11 right

Longest straight: 723 m _*# e
Listed MotoGP race: 27 laps, 116.13 km S -
- -.4.,.**..1-' . !r‘? - i

READ THE RHYTHM

A tidy exit can matter as much as a spectacular entry. .
Losing the line in one corner may compromise the next -
change of direction.

THE VIEWING CUE

Watch how little a rider has to correct the bike at ¢ .
Smoothness becomes valuable when grip begins oo

el
T

A Source: SI. Race distance may change by official decision.
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FRIDAY BUILD THE BASE

OCTOBER 9 PROVISIONAL WITA TIMES

Free Practice 1: 10:45-11:30
Practice: 15:00-16:00

THE JOB
Find a stable setup before chasing a fast lap. Riders need to

understand braking support, corner speed and rear grip
across a complete run.

READ BEYOND THE TIMESHEET

| Compare similar-length runs and note traffic. A single quick

lap cannot establish race pace when fuel loads and tyre age
differ.

ROMANIA ,

_ Subtract five hours from WITA. Recheck the officia
“ timetable before watching. ;

] i Timetable: S3. Analysis: Digital World Puls ?3:‘
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SATURDAY QUALIFYING

OCTOBER 10 | PROVISIONAL WITA TIMES

Free Practice 2: 10:10-10:40
Q1: 10:50-11:05
Q2: 11:15-11:30

WHY THE GRID MATTERS

Starting near the front reduces the number
of passes needed. It also gives a contender
a better chance of controlling the early pace.

WHAT CAN MISLEAD

A tow or a perfectly timed clear lap may flatter .
one qualifying result. Check whether the same '
rider can repeat the speed without assistance.

WATCH FOR

Clean laps, traffic management and the gap™
between qualifying speed and longer-run pac

—

SYCNREG e

Timetable: S3. Subject to change. é
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THE SPRINT TEST

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10

Provisional start: 15:00 WITA
10:00 Romania | 07:00 UTC

FIRST CHANCE TO ANSWER

The Sprint provides a direct 1 ook at starts, overtaking
and pace in traffic. Early track position can force rivals
to spend grip recovering places. :

KEEP THE LIMITS IN MIND .
A shorter race does not reproduce the full Grand Prix.

A rider who attacks successfully on Saturday may need
a different approach over Sunday’s longer distance.

OUR WATCHPOINT

Who can maintain speed after the opening burst
without obvious slides or repeated corrections?

Timetable: S3. Editorial analysis.

-
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SUNDAY RACE DAY

OCTOBER 11 | PROVISIONAL WITA TIMES
Moto3: 12:00

Moto2: 13:15

MotoGP: 15:00

MOTOGP FOR ROMANIAN VIEWERS )
10:00 Romania | 07:00 UTC

e - P

THE LONG GAME

Look for the moment when early aggression begins to cost
lap time. A rider who stays close while preserving grip may
become stronger in the closing phase.

BEFORE LIGHTS OUT

Recheck the timetable, starting grid, penalties and
revised distance. This guide was prepared before
Indonesian practice.

Timetable: S3. Subject to change.
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MARC MARQUEZ

THE MOMENTUM CONTENDER

Marquez arrives after a Sprint and Grand Prix double in Japan.
That result cut the championship deficit to two points.

ROUTE TO VICTORY

Qualify strongly, avoid getting trapped behind slower riders and
keep enough grip to respond when the race pace rises.

WHAT COULD STOP HIM

The previous weekend cannot guarantee the next result. If rivals
carry more speed through Mandalika’s flowing sections, attacking
under braking may not be enough.

OUR VIEW

A leading contender, with Friday’s repeatable pace more
important than the reputation attached to his name

- \-‘:\k\:: ﬁ-‘ " “‘\.‘“ e S N 1 \-\x < .‘ N
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JORGE MARTIN

THE CHAMPIONSHIP LEADER

Martin leaves Japan with a two-point advantage. The immediate
task is to convert speed into a complete weekend, from
qualifying through the final laps. )

ROUTE TO VICTORY ‘4

Use a strong starting position to keep the race under control. -
Smooth corner exits could help him protect the rear tyre while X

maintaining pressure. . -'.. -
- -

WHAT COULD STOP HIM o

A poor launch or time spent in traffic would change the plan.
A title lead is no protection against a compromised first lap.

fJ

|

OUR VIEW | _
Our narrow Sunday preference, conditional on convin
long-run pace in Indonesia.
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MARCO BEZZECCHI

THE PODIUM DISRUPTOR

Bezzecchi finished third in Japan. He remains a rider who can
influence the leaders’ weekend even when the championship
spotlight falls elsewhere.

ROUTE TO THE FRONT

Stay close early and make the leading pair work for every position.
A clean qualifying session would reduce the need to spend grip
recovering places.

THE TEST

Does his pace hold through the closing laps when the field
spreads out? Consistency matters more than one attention-
grabbing sector.

OUR VIEW

A credible podium candidate. The final order depends on the
tyre behaviour and the evidence from practice.
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THE CHASING GROUP

BASTIANINI AND ACOSTA

Enea Bastianini's late pace in Japan makes him worth
following. Pedro Acosta adds another potential challenge
if his early position and race rhythm come together.

DO NOT FREEZE THE ORDER

Practice may reveal a rider outside the headline group with
better repeatability. A strong Friday can change the shortlist
before qualifying.

WHAT TO COMPARE -?"-‘-‘- -
Look at consecutive laps, tyre age and performance in traffic.

Finishing position alone can hide the cost of a poor start
or an interrupted run. -

OUR VIEW L
Keep the podium conversation open until the Ind
sessions provide direct evidence.
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TYRES & RACE PACE

READ THE RUN, NOT JUST THE LAP

A fresh tyre can produce a quick time that does not last.

The more useful question is how steadily the rider performs
as the run develops.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR

Repeated slides, widening exits and increasing corrections
may indicate that grip or balance is deteriorating. Traffic can
produce similar symptoms, so context matters.

SPRINT VERSUS GRAND PRIX

Saturday rewards immediate speed. Sunday adds a longer
management problem, and the best setup compromise
may differ.

NO ASSUMED ALLOCATION / |

Check the official tyre information for this event. This guide
does not claim a confirmed compound choice.
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WEATHER & GRIP

PREPARE FOR MORE THAN ONE SCENARIO

No race-day weather forecast is asserted in this guide. : 1
bog g

Recheck conditions close to each session rather than
treating an early expectation as certainty.

[F IT IS HOT AND DRY

Compare how riders preserve grip through longer runs.
Track temperature can change the meaning of an otherwise
similar lap time.

IF RAIN ARRIVES

Confidence, visibility and track evolution become central.
Dry-session pace may offer limited guidance for a wet race.

THE VIEWING CUE 2

Notice whether the racing line and grip are changing before
deciding that one rider has suddenly lost form.
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WHERE THE RACE CAN TURN

THE OPENING LAP

A clean start protects options. A rider forced wide or delayed
behind traffic may have to attack earlier than planned.

THE FIRST REAL PACE CHANGE

Watch who responds without visible effort. The rider who can -

increase speed smoothly may have more in reserve than the one
producing a single dramatic lap.

THE CLOSING PHASE

A small mistake at corner exit can create the passing chance.
Compare the gap after linked corners, not only at the timing line.

OUR PRIORITY

Follow the shape of the race: positioning, pressure and grip.
These clues explain more than a finishing-order graphic alone.
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. These are subjective estimates, not results, odds or guarantees.
1‘ Prepared October 4, 2026.
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SPRINT: EDITORIAL PICKS

PROJECTED PODIUM
1. Marc Marquez
2. Jorge Martin

3. Marco Bezzecchi

WHY THIS ORDER

Marquez gets the narrow nod for a short, aggressive
contest. Martin is close enough that a better launch or
front-row advantage could reverse the choice.
Bezzecchi completes our opening shortlist.

WHAT WOULD CHANGE IT

Qualifying position, practice pace and conditions.
A weak Friday or an unexpected grid penalty would
require a fresh assessment.

CONFIDENCE: LIMITED BEFORE PRACTICE
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GRAND PRIX:
EDITORIAL PICKS

PROJECTED TOP FIVE 5,

Jorge Martin

Marc Marquez

Marco Bezzecchi

Enea Bastianini

Pedro Acosta .

AR e il

.

WHY MARTIN GETS THE NOD . i

Our Sunday scenario favours a controlled race built around fp-- '
smooth corner speed and tyre preservation. It is a narrow - e
preference, not a claim of proven Indonesian pace.

THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE =

Marquez can overturn this order with stronger lon
evidence or a better grid position. The podium remai
to changes from practice.

SUBJECTIVE ESTIMATES

Not results, odds or guarantees. Pre
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YOUR WEEKEND
CHECKLIST

BEFORE FRIDAY

Confirm the official schedule and rider entry list. Check local time
carefully: Lombok uses WITA, five hours ahead of Romania this weekend.

AFTER PRACTICE

\ Compare consecutive laps and note tyre age. Separate genuine pace
from a single fresh-tyre effort.

AFTER QUALIFYING

Update the shortlist using the grid, penalties and the rider’s ability
to pass in traffic.

AFTER THE SPRINT -
Review starts and race rhythm, but remember that Sunday is a longer test.

BEFORE THE GRAND PRIX

Recheck weather, official announcements and any revised d1stance
Treat this guide as a starting point for watcl

il
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SOURCES & EDITORIAL NOTES

RESEARCH CUT-OFF: OCTOBER 4, 2026

S1 | OFFICIAL EVENT & CIRCUIT

MotoGP.com: Indonesia 2026 event page. Dates, circuit dimensions and
listed race distance.

S2 | POST-JAPAN CHAMPIONSHIP

MotoGP.com: October 4 race report, “Two points in it'". Results and
championship standings after Motegi.

$3 | PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE

motogp-indonesia.com/en/time-schedule-39. Independent ticket-site
schedule; recheck official event times.

EDITORIAL METHOD

Rider assessments and projected orders are subjective scenarios.
Indonesian practice, the grid and race-day conditions were unknown
at publication.

IMAGE & INDEPENDENCE NOTE T
Al artwork is illustrative, not documentation of the future race, exact
circuit geometry or equipment. Independent Digital World Pulse guide;

not affiliated with MotoGP or its teams. ' -
Information and entertainment, not betting advice.


https://www.motogp.com/en/calendar/2026/event/indonesia/877c27e8-70e0-4847-bacf-2290d7cc903c
https://www.motogp.com/pt/news/2026/10/04/two-points-in-it-marc-marquez-doubles-up-at-motegi-to-reel-in-on-martin/1145007
https://www.motogp-indonesia.com/en/time-schedule-39
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