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OTTAWA SENATORS -
AT BOSTON BRUINS |

OCT 5, 2026 | 7:30 PM ET i

" . Il

WHY WATCH |

Boston’s home-ice edge makes this an appealing opener to the week.
Ottawa’s route is a fast transition game that turns neutral-zone

i
- e e e .

-

recoveries into chances before the defense resets. ’ ‘
it
THE KEY BATTLE
Watch whether Ottawa can carry the puck through the middle. I i
If Boston forces dump-ins and controls the second touch, the hosts 1
p, can keep the game narrow. > |
[
EDITORIAL PICK i ol A
Boston wins a close contest; Ottawa’s transition 10,7, 22 " e 4
threat keeps confidence modest.

PROJECTED SCORE ”_:??*‘ o), L
Boston 3- 2 @ A @ e |

Estimate, not a result. | 03



it
K’

P ——— DIGITAL WORLD PULSE

WINNIPEG JETS
«t PITTSBURGH PENGUINS

QT 5, 2026 7:30 PM ET

WHY WATCH

This matchup offers a contrast between patient defensive structure
and attacking combination play. Winnipeg's path is to protect
the slot and make Pittsburgh work for rebounds.

THE KEY BATTLE »

Pittsburgh can change the game with sustained offensive-zone p
possession. Watch thebattle below the goal line and whether
the visiting defense can clear traffic.

EDITORIAL PICK ¥

A slight Winnipeg lean in a low-margin game; an early P1ttsburgh
power-play goal could reverse the script.

PROJECTED SCORE ; =

. Winnipeg 3-2 - —

EStimAte: not s result. | 04
I pe——
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CAROLINA HURRICANES
AT MONTREAL (CANADIENS

OCT 6, 2026 7:00 PM ET

WHY WATCH

Carolina's pressure game makes this a test of Montreal's ability
to exit its own zone cleanly. The hosts need controlled first passes
rather than repeated emergency clearances.

THE KEY BATTLE

Watch the first ten minutes: a successful Montreal breakout can o8
punish an aggressive forecheck. Long defensive shifts would tilt
territory toward Carolina. '

EDITORIAL PICK

Carolina is the editorial choice, with a possible late empty-net
goal widening a close game.

Estimate, not a result. | 05
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NEW YORK ISLANDERS
AT NEW YORK RANGERS

OCT 6, 2026 | 7:30 PM ET
WHY WATCH

A city rivalry brings interest even before the standings matter.
The Rangers' home-ice advantage offers the final line change,
while the Islanders can turn this into a patient contest.

THE KEY BATTLE

Net-front positioning is the key duel. Watch which side creates

screened shots without giving up rush chances in the other -
direction. . ’
EDITORIAL PICK o
Rangers by one goal; treat this as a tight rivalry game rather v | [,ERS
" than a comfortable home win. . RAN
e . B . - -
«s PROJECTED SCORE ﬁ—\:{ - -

_Rangers 3-2
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LORIDA PANTHERS

At LOS ANGELES KINGS

OCT 6, 2026 | 10:00 PM BT
WHY WATCH

Florida's ability to sustain pressure faces a demanding road test.
Los Angeles can make the visitors defend by extending possessions
and limiting quick returns through the neutral zone.

THE KEY BATTLE

The most revealing sequence may be the second shift after an icing.
Tired defenders and long changes can create better chances
than an open rush.

EDITORIAL PICK

A narrow Florida lean. Strong Los Angeles goaltending or cleaner N
» exits would make this close to a toss-up. .

PROJECTED SCORE ﬂ( e /
" Florlda RE 2 '




o - DIGITAL WORLD PULSE *a

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS
AT WASHINGTON CAPITALS

QCT 7, 2026 | 7:30 PM ET

WHY WATCH

This divisional rivalry is a natural centerpiece for the week. Both teams

can exploit a broken defensive shape, so the quality of puck decisions
matters as much as possession.

THE KEY BATTLE

Watch cross-ice passing lanes and defensive coverage after turnovers.

A game with repeated penalties could move quickly away from
a low-scoring script.

EDITORIAL PICK
Washington gets the home-ice lean in an entertaining game;

SO A

the margin is small enough for overtime to remain plausible. e 1
T e @:»
z . PROJECTED SCORE "Q i i, - & INg

Washington 4-3 f{\
: L AN
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COLORADO AVALANCHE ,
st WINNIPEG JETS

OCT 7, 2026 | 7:30 PM ET
WHY WATCH

Colorado's pace against Winnipeg's structure is one of the week's
most intriguing tactical contests. Controlled entries could decide
which team plays on its preferred terms.

THE KEY BATTLE

Watch how Winnipeg handles speed through the middle.
Colorado must avoid turning ambitious offensive passes into
counterattacks against an unsettiled defense.

EDITORIAL PICK

Colorado narrowly, provided the visitors can generate chances *
inside the dots rather than settling for distant shots.

PROJECTED SCORE &N
Colorado 3-2 (8

.

‘Estimate, not a result. | 09
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MINNESOTA WILD
AT TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING

OCT 8, 2026 7:00 PM ET

WHY WATCH

An interconference matchup with room for contrasting rhythms: |
Minnesota can make the game physical around the crease, while .'
Tampa Bay can punish a loose defensive exchange.

THE KEY BATTLE

Special teams and rebound control deserve attention. Watch whether
the visitors can keep the middle protected while still pressuring
the puck on the perimeter.

EDITORIAL PICK w

Tampa Bay by one at home. A disciplined Minnesota performance
would pull the game toward a lower total.

PROJECTED SCORE
Tampa Bay 4-3

B ‘, N ()

Estimate, not a result. | 10
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VANCOUVER CANUCKS
AT CAROLINA HURRICANES +*

OCT 8, 2026 | 7:00 PM ET
WHY WATCH

Vancouver faces a difficult territorial test if Carolina
establishes its forecheck. The visitors need support close i
to the puck and exits that create more than brief relief. i

THE KEY BATTLE of - V|t

Watch the boards-to-middle connection. Vancouver can C ANl
exploit pressure if its first pass finds space, but repeated N "]
failed clears invite long defensive shifts.

EDITORIAL PICK : {’

Carolina at home, with the score allowing for a late empty-net _lan
goal. Vancouver's transition execution is the main upset route. ' ' ,

PROJECTED SCORE

Carolma f4 -2

. &7

L ? ..:z:__‘__-‘
: a T i

WA i ‘__1' -

-

 Estimate, not a

-
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TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS
AT VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS

OCT 8, 2026 | 10:00 PM ET
WHY WATCH

Toronto's attacking combinations meet a Vegas side with
home-ice matchup control. The attraction is whether skill
through the middle can overcome pressure and net-front traffic. )

THE KEY BATTLE

Watch Toronto's puck management at the offensive blue line.
For Vegas, quick recovery after a turnover matters more than
simply finishing every hit.

'« EDITORIAL PICK

. Vegas narrowly in a game with scoring potential; Toronto's -
finishing makes this a low-confidence selection.

i PROJECTED SCORE

Vegas 4-3

-I:"‘—‘:V -
'_"“‘*-1&4.- 4

i SEY

Estimate, not a result. | 12
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NEW YORK RANGERS
AT WASHINGTON CAPITALS

QCT 9, 2026/ | 7:00 PM ET
WHY WATCH

A divisional meeting with a useful schedule angle: Washington also
hosts Pittsburgh on Wednesday. The Rangers can test the home
defense with pace and coordinated support.

THE KEY BATTLE

Watch early energy and the quality of defensive changes. Neither team

can afford to leave an uncovered player around the crease while
chasing the puck.

EDITORIAL PICK '

A narrow Rangers road lean, with goaltending capable of shifting
the result either way.

PROJECTED SCORE
Rangers 3-2

%

’

5

- 5 T

[Estimate, not a result. | 13
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ANAHEIM DUCKS #°
AT WINNIPEG JETS

OCT 9, 2026 | 8:00 PM ET
WHY WATCH

Anaheim’s attacking ambition meets a Winnipeg home game ¢
that rewards patience. The Ducks need to turn clean exits into
dangerous entries without giving away the middle.

THE KEY BATTLE

Watch Anaheim'’s defensive spacing after an offensive chance.
If Winnipeg collects loose pucks with numbers available,
the visitors could spend too long recovering. & '

* EDITORIAL PICK

Winnipeg is the editorial choice. Anaheim’s best route is a fast
start and efficient finishing on limited high-quality looks. e

PROJECTED SCORE

Wlnnlpeg 4- 2 ‘g

Estimate, not aresult. | 14



DIGITAL WORLD PULSE

EDMONTON OILERS
AT SAN ] OSE SHARKS

QET 10, 2026 4:00 PM ET ’
WHY WATCH ’

An early Saturday start puts Edmonton'’s attacking quality
against an energetic San Jose home side. Open ice can make
this one of the most watchable games on the slate.

THE KEY BATTLE 5st
Watch how San Jose manages risky passes at the blue line. - .
Edmonton must also track late-arriving attackers instead of ‘s
relying on outscoring every mistake. v/

J
EDITORIAL PICK 4 3 o
Edmonton by one, with San Jose's home energy keeping A / e -
the upset path open. The estimate assumes a relatively e ."
open game. i *

5. v

PROJECTED SCORE (#'f ' %
Edmonton 4- 3 : = '

Estimate, not a result. | 15
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MINNESOTA WILD
AT FLORIDA PANTHERS

OCT 10, 2026 | 6:00 PM ET
WHY WATCH

This meeting should reward the team that wins the hard space o
around the crease. Florida's home advantage gives a small edge, .
but Minnesota can make every possession uncomfortable. .

THE KEY BATTLE ' |

Watch screens, rebounds and the first clearance after a save.

A clean goaltending performance can matter more here than -
the raw shot count. '
| . ot
& _EDITORIAL PICK ST
Florida narrowly. Minnesota's route is disciplined coverage - o &

and enough net-front pressure to turn a low-event game

» in its favor. = A Mnﬂ's
¢ PROJECTED SCORE
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TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS
AT COLORADO AVALANCHE

OCT 10, 2026 7:00 PM ET
WHY WATCH

One of the week’s headline games pairs two teams capable

of creating danger at speed. Toronto arrives after Thursday’s

Vegas matchup, adding travel to a demanding stretch. : \.
LS

THE KEY BATTLE ™= %
- L]

Watch the neutral-zone exchanges: missed assignments can
become odd-man rushes immediately. Colorado’s home line
changes may help create favorable attacking shifts.

EDITORIAL PICK

Colorado by one at home; Toronto has enough attacking
upside that a lead should never feel secure.

PROJECTED SCORE ?*“?_,.-"“-;-f\ e Ak
Colorado 4-3 .87 :

Estimate, not a result. | 17
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LOS ANGELES KINGS
at VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS

OCT 10, 2026 10:00 PM ET
WHY WATCH

A Pacific Division matchup closes Saturday with a contest
suited to patient viewers. Both sides have reasons to value
puck security and territorial control over an uncontrolled
exchange.

THE KEY BATTLE

‘ Watch which team wins possession after faceoffs and keeps
~ the next shift in the attacking zone. One avoidable penalty
% could carry unusual weight.

' EDITORIAL PICK

. Vegas gets a slight home-ice lean. Los Angeles can flip the
‘ outcome by keeping the slot closed and winning the
* . rebound battle.

PROJECTED SCORE

\ Vegas 3-2 ‘oo

- -

- . y
Estimate, not a result. | 18
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" 'VANCOUVER CANUCKS
" 4t NEW YORK RANGERS

OCT 11, 2026 | 6:00 PM ET

o
{ WHY WATCH i’ .
J Vancouver visits Madison Square Garden after playing in New Jersey
on Saturday. That back-to-back makes rotation and recovery
: important details to verify near puck drop. =
THE KEY BATTLE et .

Watch the Canucks' first-period energy and their ability to keep shifts
short. The Rangers can benefit if sustained pressure forces tired

defenders into repeated clearances. A 1 ; it
. EDITORIAL PICK : R BT
’ Rangers at home, with the estimate allowing for a late empty—net goél i
® Confirm both starting goalies before reassessing the lean. —¢ GAR DE
: J|SUN SGUAR

. PROJECTED SCORE - =
2 . Rangers 4-2 i
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SOURCES &
EDITORIAL NOTES

ABOUT THIS GUIDE

Published October 4, 2026. This is an editorial selection of 17 games from the
October 5-11 schedule, chosen for rivalries, tactical interest and viewing appeal.

HOW TO READ THE PICKS

Projected scores are subjective estimates, not results, odds or guarantees.
Analysis considers matchup style, home ice and scheduled rest. Starting goalies
and final lineups are not confirmed.

CHECK BEFORE PUCK DROP

All dates follow the North American schedule. Times are Eastern Daylight Time
(UTC-4). Romania is seven hours ahead during this period; late games fall on the
next calendar day.

SCHEDULE SOURCES

NHL official schedule: nhl.com/schedule

Schedule cross-check: plaintextsports.com/nhl/2026-2027/schedule .
> e o = * , -'

EDITORIAL DISCLOSURE e e v ;

Al-generated illustrations are artistic depictions, not photographs of these future

games or verified lineups. Independent editorial content; not affiliated with the i

NHL or its teams. For information and entertainment, not betting advice.

. . :_ - tf‘ Lo
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