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SEPANG INTERNATIONAL CIRCUIT, MALAYSIA 2—-4 OCTOBER 2026

VENUE

Sepang International Circuit,
Malaysia

DATES

] | 24 October 2026

;ﬂf 5.543 km [ ' m" 310,408 km
>, : b

KEY EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

.
: C
{ \ The 2026 Bahrain Grand Prix was relocated e
b F}_l from Bahrain to Malaysia. -‘
— = = T i

02 v On 14 March 2026, Formula 1 and the FIA announced
' that the Bahrain and Saudi Arabia Grands Prix would :

not take place in April because of the regional situation. r'q';
‘03 On 26 July 2026, Formula 1 and the FIA confirmed 3 “
“  Malaysia as the host venue for the Bahrain Grand Prix. o T

04 The official event title remains “Formula 1 Gulf Air
*  Bahrain Grand Prix in Malaysia 2026,

SPEED ® STRATEGY *“CIRCUITS s PEOPLE s A BRIGHTER TOMORROMW
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CIRCUIT LENGTH

5.543 km

TURNS

15

56

RACE DISTANCE

310.408 km

Heavy braking into T1 and T15 ""'b
is critical for lap time and race position. F

Long straights reward top speed
and slipstreaming.

Rear tyre temperature control
is essential in the hot and demanding
conditions.

The Turn 1-2 complex punishes
late braking mistakes.

Weather swings and possible rain
can quickly change race strategy
and the competitive order.

Sector 2 tests rhythm through
flowing medium-speed corners.

b ;
o N - o -
Final-sector traction and tyre | Overtaking opportunities into major
management can decide race pace. f ’ braking zones make strategic positioning
vital.
- i - -
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DRIVERS CHAMPlONSHle
¢. STANDINGS =&

: Top 10 before Sepang S\
N
POS DRIVER POINTS CHAMPIONSHIP PICTURE — D‘

g , Kimi Antonelli 302 pis
— (!j Mercedes hold a strong
| ﬂ George Russell 236 ta p 5 one-two at the top.

; ey = Lewis Hamilton 199 pis Antonelli arrives with
— : clear momentum.
4 I Lando Norris 186 pts .
i Ferrari stay within striking Sy
distance through Hamilton o
Charles Leclerc 179 pts o i1 /

Max Verstappen 163 pis

. [ 7 I Oscar Piastri 120 pis
Z 8 Isack Hadjar 86 pis

Verstappen and Norris remain % 7
dangerous despite the gap.
v R :
[]

Liam Lawson
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STANDINGS & TEAM FORM
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BAHRAIN GRAND PRIX 2026

? _CONSTR[_JC'_I‘OR STANDINGS || TEAM FORM NOTES_

CONSTRUCTOR POINTS ﬁ Mercedes
01 o ;
: Combine outright pace and
MEI"C'EdES 538 1 consistency, giving them a strong
base at this stage of the season.

Ferrari 378 f {]'_2 Ferraid
e Remain the nearest full-season
McLaren 306 challenger with solid speed and

improving race execution,

Red Bull Racing 263 /03 I McLaren

Can threaten strongly over one lap

& and are capable of converting that
Racmg Bulls 83 E into big points when conditions align.

Alpine 68 N /04 Red Bull Racing
e e Meed a clean weekend to rezain
momentum and return to consistent
front-running form.

Haas F1 Team 27

Audi

05 i Racing Bulls
Continue to lead the midfield fight
with strong performances and
valuable points.
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| KIMI ANTONELLI

Championship leader with
confidence and clean execution.

MAX VERSTAPPEN

Still the benchmark
when grip is limited.

Precise race manager
and Mercedes spearhead.

CHARLES LECLERC

Fast over one lap and dangerous
if Ferrari finds balance.

LEWIS HAM.ILTON ;

Explosive qualifying speed ' Experience and race craft

and sharp sector pace. make him a major threat.
b5 0 .

LANDO NGRRIS

SPEED = STRATEGY L] DRIVERS L] CIRCUITS L] A BRIGHTER TOMORROW

Digital World Pulse Premium Report



DIGITAL WORLD PULSE
PREMIUM REPORT

BAHRAIN GRAND PRIX 2026
SEPANG INTERNATIONAL CIRCUIT, MALAYSIA | 2-4 OCTOBER 2026 e ' *
3

WHY THIS ORDER
FITS SEPANG ——

Mercedes carry the
strongest all-round package.

Antonelli arrives with the
best championship form.

Russell’s tyre management
suits Sepang’s long runs.

: % ] . ] Verstappen remains a major
KIMI GEORGE MAX threat if Red Bull improve
ANTONELLI RUSSELL VERSTAPPEN pLance

..b.

l OUTQIDE THREATS

Strong pace and race
Lando Morris -"', conslstency could put
him in the mix.

Experience and race craft
make him a constant threat :
al Sepang.

Lewis Hamilton

FORM GUIDE "& STANDINGES . LONTm
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BAHRAIN GRAND PRIX 2026

«. &1 Projected Top Five —— Qualifying Keys —
r '. ! % I Lando Norris @ / H Q Tyre warm-up timing
z. can change the order.
f 2 Max Verstappen ﬁ ' Sector 2 rhythm rewards
confidence and balance.
E George Russell @ /
__f/ (?) The final turn and main 3
- ' / straight exit are critical. it - '
= j Weather swings and track

evolution can id.
Charles Leclerc g olution can reshape the grid
ity | . W

" %ms

?" e .
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- RACE STRATEGY &
~TYRE FACTORS &

;-- Bahrain Grand Prix 2026 ———

Sepang International Circuit, Malaysia | 2-4 October 2026

’/ - o™
TYRE COMPOUNDS

= !.. -
STRATEGY WATCH

Sepang's heat and humidity point
toward tyre management as a
race-defining theme.

i

baseline scenario.

f 02 E‘ A two-stop race is a likely

)) Undercut chances improve

when traffic is clear,

Rear tyre temperatures will shape
long-run consistency.

' Ef:) Any shower or safety car can
05 7] quickly reset the strategy picture.

HARD

LOMGEST LIFE
GREATER STABILITY

= /i

Al SOFT
s AT

HIGHEST GRIP
FASTEST LAPS

BALANCED
PERFORMAMNCE

ey
IJ- e -‘ i

01 y Traction off slower corners
/ to maintain momentum.
Energy deployment onto
02 m the long straights.

. 03 @ Brake stability into major

stopping zones.

04 & Flexibility if the weather

changes.

————
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=4 RACE WEEKEND SCHEDULE ——— |

{ o —
— ["""‘"“ FRIDAY 2 OCTOBER 2026 - BUILDING PACE
' — . - 1 Teams use Friday to collect
(= 10:30-12:00 | Practicel data, test setups and build

confidence throughout the weekend.

P S
RT

L

I@ 14:00 - 15:30 | Practice 2

TS SRS R,

= | B TRACK EVOLUTION
4 Q Grip and lap times typically
_ L SATURDAY 3 OCTOBER 2026 improve as the circuit evolves
e ~' U Fmrn Friday to ‘51turday
:{i (2 11:30-13:00 | Practice3 5

g h. QUALI}'YING IMPORTANCE
; ; i ] A strong qualifying result is
@ 15:00 - 16:00 | Quahfymg | . crucial at Sepang, where overtaking

can be challenging.

RACE-DAY HEAT o 88
High temperatures and humidity [
put extra demands on drivers, i

[ | SUNDAY 4 OCTOBER 2026
7 # 15:00 - 17:00 | Race

tyres and strategy.

PEED s STRATEGY, e C CUITS o PEOPLE o A= BHI(ri:ITEH 'It}"-I{'}RHﬂW-'-
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CONDITIONS OVERVIEW

e

Hot and demanding
throughout the weekend.

(s 70-85%

High humidity increases
physical and mechanical stress.

"_'_W CHANCE OF SHOWERS
40-60%

11/ | Afternoon showers possible,
= especially on Sunday.

a ] TRACK SURFACE

WHAT IT MEANS

= =
TYRE MANAGEMENT COOLING CHALLENGE
- Heat and high degradation High temperatures and
. J demand careful tyre Q humidity put extra stress Curbs and painted areas become

management and optimal on the_}mwer unit, brakes e ' very slippery when wet.
and driver endurance.

Slippery painted lines

stint planning.

;B

— TRACK EVOLUTION
Al VISIBILITY L'ILI'&NGFH STRATEGY FLEXIBILITY | -[ M »
a- Passing showers and shifting Teams must stay adaptable, ﬂfl"E'ﬂSll’lg gnp
= i i Track will rubber in over the
il

light conditions can reduce with quick decisions on tyres, | .
J\ | wisibility and make track L timing and pit stops as - 4 weekend, with faster times
— < evolution unpredictable. conditions evolve. in later sessions.

w | -
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* SECTOR ANALYSI

R A BAHRAIN GRAND PRlX 2026

SEPANG INTERNATIONAL CIRCUIT, MALAYSIA 2-4 OCTOBER 2026

SECTOR 1

HIGH-SPEED APPROACH
AND HEAVY BRAKING

A fast start with long straights
leads into heavy braking zones,
demanding top speed and
stability under braking.

SECTOR 2

FLOWING MEDIUM-SPEED
BALANCE SECTION

A technical and flowing middle
sector with a mix of medium-speed
corners that reward balance,
rhythm and consistent grip.

SECTOR 3

TRACTION AND EXIT SPEED
TOWARD THE FINAL SEQUENCE

A tighter, more technical sector
where traction and strong exits
are crucial to carry speed onto

the final corners and main straight.

PERFORMANCE KEYS

© | ® @

DOWNFORCE TYRE CLEAN EXITS
BALANCE TEMPERATURE

Strong traction and

Fiml. the right hu.l.m_m:*e Manage temperatures Csar evite are wital
for high-speed stability | across long _S-il.ilghti for lap time and the
and cornering grip. and demanding corners.

main straight.

SPEED & STRATEGY e
Digital World Pulse Premium Report
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= DRS MAP®

& . ” Bahrain Grand Prix 2026 in Malaysia

.ﬂ-.\!(: INTERNATIONAL CIRCUIT, MALAYSIA | 2-4 OCTOBER 2026

&

D‘RS ZONE 1
{Back Straight)

KEY EVERTAKING ZONES
(1) TURN1
% Main braking zone. Best opportunity
|nt=:r the first corner.

2) DRS ZONE 1
= Long back straight. High-speed
slipstreaming into Turn 1.

TURN 15

Final major braking zone. Frequent
overtakes into the last corner.

DRS ZONE 2

we’  Main straight. DRS boosts overtaking
chances into Turn 1.

DRS ZONE 2 — = A B

. ) : 4 TURN 15
x".t.!'.'ﬂf.'ﬂf."l”_.._ : g Heys , 4 Final Btakm; Zane
. Y b o AN 4 t—

—_— ‘

‘.;i PASSING L —

STR'DNG SLIPSTREA.M EFFE'CT
Long straights create powerful :
overtaking opportunities with DRS. &

BRAKING CONFIDENCE .‘r
Multiple heavy braking zones
allow late moves.

@ TRACTION Exns MATTER

A strong exit from Turns | and 15
is key to defend or complete a pass.

CLEAN POSITIONING
Plan the move early, use DRS wisely,

and keep it clean through corner entry
and exit.

PEED s STRATEGY e CIRCUITS e PEOPLE s A BRIGHTER TOMORROW  — o =S

Digital World Pulse Pre  Report



DIGITAL WOR
PREMIUM R

"g' Which Teams Look Strongest Before Sepang‘?

‘t.Sepang International Circuit, Malaysia | 24 Dctnhcr 2026 .

MERCEDES

Stmng momentum with
consistent pace and excellent
tyre management.

i
.
a S ;.,. a8 ‘

= h....h =02

FERRARI

Very strong one-lap speed <
and looks a serious threat

around Sepang.
Te——

’’’’ ;’03/

McLAREN

Impressive race pace and
tyre discipline make them
a consistent frontrunner.

= (04]™

RED BULL

High recovery potential
with proven ability to thl
back when required.

‘?*

— .‘th_l

)

SPEED" & STRATEGY: & CIRCUITS = PEQPFLE =)

BRIGHTER

,
Mercedes look the most complete, combining one-lap speed
with sirong race management
HOLDS Ferrari and M-::Laren are close behind, bmh capable of challenging
for the win on pure pace.
I “E EDGE? Red Bull remain a major threat, with the experience and race craft
to turn the weekend around if early sessions are difficult.
=il -

TOMORREOW
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DRIVERS UNDER
THE SPOTLIGHT

— Five Leadmg Storylines Before Sepang
02 £

MAX VERSTAPPEN

RECOVERY
THREAT

Verstappen's raw speed
and racecraft make him
a constant danger,

and any setback only
adds to the motivation
for a strong comeback.
in Sepang.

LEWIS HAMILTON LANDO NORRIS

,  HUNTING QUALIFYING
'@ CONSISTENCY PACE

Hamilton is searching | MNorris remains one of
for a more consistent the strongest threats
rhythm, aiming to over a single lap, and
turn flashes of pace his qualifying form
into a full weekend could be key to
challenge. controlling the race.

GEORGE RUSSELL

UNDER
PRESSURE

Russell must deliver
another clean weekend
to keep himself in the
title conversation as
expectations continue

. KIMI ANTONELLI

ey RISING
&7 MOMENTUM

Antonelli heads to
Sepang with growing
confidence after a string
of strong performances,
showing maturity
beyond his years,

"ﬂﬂn" -

[
L

-
a
-
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[’;/&H The Return of Formula 1 to Malaysia

'SEPANG INTERNATIONAL CIRCUIT | 2-4 OCTOBRER 2026

{ SEPANG’S LEGACY
1| FAST SWEEPERS
Flowing, high-speed corners reward
confidence and car balance.

HEAVY BRAKING ZONES
Key overtaking opportunities
create thrilling race moments.

WEATHER DRAMA
Tropical heat and sudden rain
can change the race in seconds.

ICONIC FAN ATMOSPHERE
Passionate Malaysian fans bring
unmatched energy to the circuit.

I —

A PROVEN GRAND PRIX VENUE
A world-class circuit with a rich
Formula 1 history.

® A RETURN TO MALAYSIA
[ Y Brings F1 back to a passionate
motorsport nation and a massive fan base.

[@ A UNIQUE CHALLENGE
L

Heat, humidity and dynamic conditions
test both drivers and teams.

; A GLOBAL SHOWCASE
* Highlights Malaysia’s world-class

facilities and love for motorsport.

>

SPEED e STRATEGY e CIRCUITS ‘s PEOPLE
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% KEY STORYLINE

.. BAHRAIN GRAND PR]X 2026

SEPANG INTERNATIONAL CIRCUIT, MALAYSIA 2-4 OCTOBER 2026

RELOCATED GRAND PRIX

The 2026 Bahrain Grand Prix
moves to Malaysia, bringing a
fresh challenge for teams and
drivers af the Sepang circuit.

TITLE FIGHT PRESSURE

With the championship

finely poised, every point

in Malaysia could be decisive
in the battle for the 2026 crown.

MALAYSIA WEATHER
VARIABLE

Tropical heat, high humidity
and the threat of sudden rain
showers could quickly change

the race order. -

STHATEGIC UNCERTAINTY

Variable conditions and

a challenging track layout
create multiple strategy
options, keeping teams and
drivers on their toes.

ADAPTATION TO
SEPANG SETUP

Finding the right balance for
[ Sepang’s long straights and &
> | technical corners will be key, " s
with setup choices making -
- a major difference in performance.

Digital World Pulse Premium Report
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——— BAHRAIN GRAND PRIX 2026

SEPANG INTERNATIONAL CIRCUIT, MALAYS5IA | 2-4 OCTOBER 2026

PROJECTED TOP 5 FINISH
KIMI ANTONELLI

In top form with strong pace
and excellent consistency.

GEORGE RUSSELL
Reliable pace and sharp
race management.

LEWIS HAMILTON
Experience and race craft
keep him in the fight,

LANDO NORRIS

Fast and consistent, with
strong long-run potential.

MAX VERSTAPPEN

Still a major threat with
race-winning potential.

ol

WHY THIS ORDER? ———
RECENT MOMENTUM

Antonelli and Russell have shown
strong form in recent races, with
consistent results and growing
confidence.

QUALIFYING PACE

Mercedes appear to have an edge

over a single lap at Sepang, with
/

both drivers extracting strong
qualifying performance.

’ TYRE MANAGEMENT
Smooth tyre management will be
decisive in Malaysia's hot and
demanding conditions, favouring

drivers who can maintain consistency
' across long runs.

s 4

-
- -
1_.
g !

-

* -
-

CLEAN RACE EXECUTION
@ Avoiding traffic, staying clear of
trouble and executing a clean race

will be crucial, with small mistakes

A

] -
-
-

: likely to have a big impact given *T.-

s the high temperatures and tight
it 2 . "2 corners at Sepang. =
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BAHRAIN GRAND PRIX 2026
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v\ DISCLAIMER

This report is for informational and
entertainment purposes only, All analysis,
insights and predictions reflect the editorial
opinion of Digital World Pulse, Sporting
conditions, team strategies and external
factors can change at any time, and no
outcome is guaranteed.

RESPONSIBLE USE

Readers are encouraged to verify all
schedules, event details and official updates
through the respective championship
organisers and authoritative sources.

CONTACT

We welcome your feedback, suggestions
and general inquiries, ..I-"'_'

B9 contact@digitalworldpulse.com e

¢? digitalworldpulse.com/contact-us/

Cur content is created with editorial
independence, integrity and a passion

for motorsport.

=

SPEED " STRATEGY e CIRGUITS e PEOPLE e A BRIGHTER THMURR{}‘.

Digi'té'l- World Pulse Fremium Report Page 20




