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THE OPENING SLATE

1

=] |
OFFICIAL CALENDAR / CHECK LOCAL TIME BEFORE PUCK DR(DP
=

OPENING NIGHT - SEPTEMBER 29

All five fixtures below are listed by the NHL for 15 W
opening nlght Times are Eastern Time; e

visitors are listed first. — g ";Iaf'_
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COMPLETE OPENIMQ:NIQI:LT SLATE )
Florida at Csolina : .
Montreal at Toro L 3
NY Rangers at Boston - 8 p.m. - e
Vancouver at Edmonton - 10 p.m. : : : el
Chicago at Vegas - 10:30 p.m. & . ey A ey
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Open‘the NHL schedullig.,rw"y ST e
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(TIMEZONE CHECK / ET is the reference above. Confirm your local date before planning coverage. >
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FLORIDA
AT CAROLINA

FEATURED MATCHUP 01 / PRELIMINARY EDITORIAL PICK

@ - NP
PICK & PROJECTED SCORE /] -*\
F . —_:_.;..--"’ e
PICK: Carolina Hurricanes f'il r-'f o f/ '-"_ﬁ\
SCORE: Florida 2 - Carolina 3 g |
Projected regulation result. P
CONFIDENCE: Low (qualitative). /1 =
N S &
y e
7 P\
PRIMARY EDGE -
Carolina enters as defending champion. My ‘ ~
early lean combines that baseline with home v
ice; the tactical case is sustained pressure and / .
inside chances, not a claimed statistical edge. (v( J
D\ . /_f » :
g I . . _ e T,
y E—— ] o : Ky
COUNTERPOINT & REVERSAL / " S

|' ; ] .... ._11 ,-.; : Bl T P

Florida won the preceding two titles and is a ’.},“
credible upset threat. Clean exits against
pressure or a goalie advantage for FIOr|da
would weaken the pick; confirm lineups before
puck drop.
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(EARLY OPINION / Exact score s illustrative; not a model output or guaranteed result.
LY -
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AN
POTENTIAL HOME-SIDE ROUTE
Win the puck below the goal line, force
another defensive shift and move possession
into the slot. This is a scenario to verify, not an
assertion of a measured current advantage.
=y /
T Wit \
POTENTIAL AWAY-SIDE ANSWER :
Beat the first layer of pressure with a clean
outlet. A controlled exit can turn an extended
defensive sequence into a counterattack
before the opponent recovers its spacing.
Y/
T N

WHAT COULD FLIP THE READ

Repeatecktai,léd exits, a changed starting

~goalie or 'ah'gnavai_lable key defender would
_ require a fresh assessment. Do not infer the
__me from the first burst of crowd energy.

.....

+ o T, i .
- AT TSI e G e e b B T R e - -
' 'FOCU_S/In&dqchances mattermorethan*pgss:e%;qﬁamund the boards.
- v e q T . a = =
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'NGERS
SRBOSTON

02 )/ PRELIMINARY EDITORIAL PICK

AN
ED SCORE
Boston Bruins
angers 2 - Boston .3 (OT)
after regulation
Low (qualitative)
b\ A
4 N
\ %narrow home-i¢e lean in a matchup | expect
| toremain close. This is an editorial tiebreaker,
“not a verified roster advantage; the scenario
uires Boston to, protect central lanes
\ I'!I /
:H\l
/ N

COUA%ERP@NT & REVERSAL
At

-\r.l'\.
The Ranger,
cleaner entrie

available lineup for New York would prompt a

reassessmﬁ.

- -
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CONTROLLED-GAME SCENARIO

Both teams defend the middle and _
opponent work for entries. Look for consist
structure across several shifts befor%
interpreting a quiet start as a Iow-e\}ent game |

OPEN-GAME SCENARIO

pattern.

N

WHAT COULD FLIP THE READ

:"\ N\

Penaltles can change the rhythm an the

() ‘!l 101911

"(FOCUS / Entry success, defensive assignments g‘d the first recovery after a turnover. >

J‘T’."’_
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'CHICAGO
AT VEGAS y

e FEATURED MAT.CHUP 03 / PRELIMINARY EDITORIAL PICK
_gﬁ* . :

" - 3 — A
B PICK & PROJECTED, SCORE > *
| PICK: Vegas Golden Knights S &
SCORE: Chicago 2 - Vegas 4 z 4 '
Projected regulation result. _ p—
CONFIDENCE: Moderate (qualitative).

IR ‘_\q
ﬁiﬁﬁ?‘— A
o | PRIMARYEDGE )ﬁi’j

\

" | Vegas enters as Western Conference -
champloh.-?hat recent baseline and home ice f @

support my lean; | 3b(pect the winning route to
be‘fepeated pressure that creates chances
near. the*net

"ée only possessmn by Vegas,
f 'cted absences or a goalie change

. » '
EARLY OPINION / Moderate is a relative confidence label, not a mea;ured wi@m;ilit;_

- - (‘-"
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‘ERRITORY
VERSUS DANGEF

CHICAGO AT VEGAS / THE TACTICAL WATCHLIST

" N

PRESSURE THAT MATTERS

Look for possession that n:lavgs defenders and
opens a central passing lane. A long cycle with
only outside attempts is a different threat fro‘n .
repeated chances in front 01’ the net.

\ s .
/i,i

A ROUTE THROUGH PRESSURE

THE READ
aw

WHAT Cou,'hp FLIP

aken atéTrltorlaI- assur :Oll—-n

Keep those dependenmesmembt‘bé‘f e
- decidi

e b

¥ _l_';v » L
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MONTREAL £
AT TORONI

OPENING MATCHUP / PRELIMINARY EDITORIAL PICK

b, > =\

PICK & PROJECTED*SCORE

PICK: Toronto Maple Leafs 1
SCORE: Montreal 2 - Toronto 3
Projected regulation result.
CONFIDENCE: Low (qualitative).

% S A L

PRIMARY EDGE ’

A narrow home-ice lean, not a verified roster
advantage. My Toronto scenario depends on
controlled entries and creating chances
through the middle rather than settling for
outside shots.

N > e 0

b

COUNTERPOINT & REVERSAL '
Montreal can overturn the lean by disru ;['ing"I

entries and COunteratteékir,be*i: 'p sure.
A goalie advantage for Montreal or a
weakened Toronto lineup would require
reassessment.

o . _4-\_? . -..—.‘-n‘i--.‘_:_ = “_— — |
=2 ;'.E.A’RL OF w..o Home ice |saf_breal'<"r"n'o aguarantee score is illustrative
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VANCOUVER
AT EDMONTON »

OPENING MATCHUP / PRELIMINARY EDITORIAL PICK

/ \ ® s,

PICK & PROJECTED SCORE

PICK: Edmonton Oilers

SCORE: Vancouver 2 - Edmonton 4
Projected regulation result.
CONFIDENCE: Low (qualitative). *

PRIMARY EDGE

An early home-side lean: my winning scenario
has Edmonton carrying the puck through the
neutral zone and creating repeated inside
chances. This is a tactical expectation, not a
measured current edge.

N\ * e e e AT
-/ e 777_7;_4,'77777.7 \ L

— COUNTERPOINT & REVERSAL

Vancouver can keep the game. tlght \L\L’[h --":“"“"'“ i
“controlled exits and strong goalﬁendrng Rk
Repeated Edmonton turnover_ ,

(EARLY OPINION / Confirm starters and lineups; no live-odds or model-based edge is claimed.
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THE SPECIAL '’
“TEAMS SWING - .~

"-"-'-‘i‘ e questigns.

OPPORTUNITY FIRST

A power-play unit cannot influence the game
without time on the ice. Forecasting several
penalties because a matchup feels emotional
is weak evidence.

N 3 el LS4 4 Sl T e 1
G S i

EXECUT[ON NEXT|

Once advan{age begins, inspect the entry
.| and the first recovery after a blocked shot. A

- |

| unit that cannot establish possession may lose

Vi much of its opportunity before atLe_\__n_megL_
anythlng dangerous. '

- r - ¥ e
WATCH F'IR"ST /"Zone entry, puck recovery ancf the pass that moves the goalie.

- A
w
b
" u @ E - &
w &
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ROLES BEFORE

&
w
\EUP |NT1NCE | A player list is the start of the analysis, not the conclusion.
&= N

=

MAP THE RESPONSIBILITIES s
,‘ i

Confirm who takes the ﬁnpor?gnt minutes: “'\
top-Ii%ploym , power-play time and |

difficult defensive assignments. A roster |
|, addition becomes analytié\a_lly méaningful

A

when its role is clear. ‘\\ \

T \" o
- —

\
READ ABSENCES IN CONTEXT

The effect of an unavailable player depends

® on the replacement and the responsibilitie
that must Be redistributed. A missing center
can change faceoff assignments, while an

~ absent defenseman may alter the breakout.

. L ]
\

- | [l

-

KEEP AN UPDATE TRAIL

Record what you believed

¢
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RESEASON o
COUTING -

SON SCOUTING / Exhibition hockey offers clues, with limits.

USEFUL OBSERVATIONS

Look for recurring combinations, assigned o
special-teams roles and the way a coach uses
players in different situations. A repeated “
responsibility can be more informative than a _—
preseason scoring total.

WEAK SHORTCUTS

A lopsided exhibition score can reflect uneven
rosters, experimental deployment or a split
goaltending workload. Do not treat it as a
direct forecast of the opener.

N\ Ve
/ N

CARRY FORWARD CAREFULLY

Bring role observations into the final preview _
only after checking whether they survived later
lineup decisions. Keep a separate note for an
intriguing performance that hgs not yet earned

a confirmed role. -
e —

= =

ol e —
o —— C——

C)

vy s i

-

— )
N

- .
(SCOUTING NOTE / Repeated responsibilities are more useful an an isolated exhibition highlight. ¥ o >
> - s L
- -
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ALL FIVE
PREDICTIONS

EDITORIAL PREDICTION BOARD / All five opening-night games. Preliminary editorial opinions.

/ N

CAROLINA / TORONTO

Florida 2 - Carolina 3: Carolina, low .
confidence. s
Montreal 2 - Toronto 3: Toronto, low
confidence. .

. /

/ AN

BOSTON / EDMONTON

Rangers 2 - Boston 3 (OT): Boston, low

confidence.

Vancouver 2 - Edmonton 4: Edmonton, low

confidence. -
N\ __
Y X X

VEGAS e

o P 1

cago 2 - Vegas 4. Vegas, moderate
confidence. All scorelines use visitor-home
order.

% _

HOW TO READ THE PICKS

Boston is a game-winner pick
overtime. The other four s
regulation win

S e o e

ECK /-Starting goalies, player availability and-current téam news before game day. . . .

:___ :::‘_ i - _,'f = x '] ; ":'.. ‘-:‘:‘.' ’F .'_."" ;:',_.. : _LI;I- .-.: 4 "H- g L .
B . Bt i gy e e AN S U s g 5 )
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THREE GAME
SCENARIOS

SCENARIO ANALYSIS / Prepare alternatives before the first goal.

el B

CONTROLLED START

r‘ Both sides protect the middle and complete
safe -d hg useful question is whether the -
~low event count comes from effective structure
or merely poor execution.

L . = /
4 : ——\_

TRANSITION EXCHANGE

Turnovers create attacks before the defensive
shape is restored. Check whether these are

isolated mistakes or repeated entry-and-exit -
problems. ) TP e

—

W

SPECIALSTEAM

LIVE READING / Identify the scenario before reacting to the score. ' e
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BEFQ

/

CALENDAR AND AVAILABI LITY"_

Confirm the fixture, start time and viewing
timezone on the official NHL schedule. Check
the expected starters and distinguish.
confirmed reports from projections.

HOCKEY ASSUMPTIONS

Revisit the proposed advan
Check whether the li
defensive assic

\ P EE
L ]

FINAL EDITORIAL CHECK

Write the expected mecha
important uncertainty and ¢
conclusion could fail. If thess
incomplete, say so dire V.

'
e

(LAST CHECK / Schedule — starters — roles — matchup -T>7:ﬂﬁééft_§iinty; o vt , >

. . = B
B i b, b R Ter T i - [ -
ata e Ay B = L=
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REVIEW THE
FORECAST %*'

AFTER THE GAME / Separate the quality of the reasoning from the fing I s ’ i

/

RECORD WHAT ACTUALLY HAPPENED

Compare the predicted mechanism with the
game. Did the team exit cleanly?

AN
/

DO NOT REWRITE THE PAST

Keep the original view and timestamp. An
unexpected result should not become
something that was obvious all along.

CHOOSE ONE ADJUSTMENT

Identify the most useful change for the next
preview. It might be better role verification,
more careful goaltending confirmation or less
emphasis on exhibition scores.

(
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\

SOURCES & .
METHODOLOGY - 7

SOURCES & METHODOLOGY [/ Primary scheduling sources and transparent editorial limits. N !l

/S = ey

OFFICIAL NHL REFERENCES

1. NHL schedule — calendar and current fixtures

2. 2026-27 regular-season schedule announcement
3. 2026-27 national television announcement

4. 2026-27 preseason schedule announcement

5. NHL home openers - championship context

RESEARCH SCQPE.-

Checked September 4, 2026 The f'(/_' opening-night flxtures
and Eastern start times are drawn fromthe NHL
home-openers announcement. The dynamic calendar did..
not expose game rows in the research texf view; recheck
the linked official calendar before game «

AN . \ — ' J
N

EDITORIAL AND VISUAL METHOD\\. 4

Picks, exact-score scenarlos ’énd confidence labels are . -
subjective editorial judgments. N@-ﬁroprletary model, live :
odds feed, confirmed starting lineups or quantified 5 sedk
performance database is claimed. Tl’ge scores do notimply
measured probabilities or betting valuej Al-genetated 4
images illustrate generic hockey scenes.

,,;f'”;'*":* &g ,
L J;_d- E — "%
r-'.;:i"i""'#gm" = o
w 2 . P
(PUBLISHER / digitalworldpulse.com ¢ Independent sports coverage. - o - -
i S - p : - . - - -
' - s % 3 : 1 =

INDEPENDENT EDITORIAL PREVIEW | SEPTEMBER 2026
19/20


https://digitalworldpulse.com
https://www.nhl.com/schedule
https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-releases-2026-27-regular-season-schedule
https://www.nhl.com/news/2026-2027-national-tv-schedule-announced
https://www.nhl.com/news/2026-2027-preseason-nhl-schedule-to-begin-september-19-2026
https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-home-openers-for-2026-27-season
https://digitalworldpulse.com

DIGITAL WORLD PULSE

DISCLAIMER &
DISCLOSURE

READER INFORMATION / Independent reporting. Clear limits. Transparent links.

/ N

DISCLAIMER

f This report is provided for general informational and

« entertainment purposes. Opinions and scenarios are not
é'ua.ra'ntees of sporting results and are not personalized
financial etting advice. Schedules, availability and other
informatimay change after the research date. Verify
current details with o‘igl sources before acting.

e 4

4 - = .

INDEPENDENCE?

Digital World Pulse is not affiliated with, endorsed by or
sponsored by the NHL or its teams. Referenced names and
trademarks belong to their respective owners. lllustrative
imagery is not an official league photograph.
W ¥ /
< B

DISCLOSURE

Disclosure: This post may contain affiliate links. Purchases
or sign-ups made through these links may generate a
commission for this website.at no add|t1enal cost to you.
Read the full Affiliate Dlsclosure for details.
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